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THE IDEA FOR THIS STORY CAME TO ME WHEN I WAS WORKING ON A RESEARCH 

PROJECT INVOLVING SOME OF OUR LOCAL HISTORIC SITES.  FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MANY 

YEARS, I OPENED UP THE FAT FOLDER CONTAINING ALL THE OLD DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS 

THAT I USED IN PROVING MY LINE OF DESCENT FROM MY REVOLUTIONARY WAR PATRIOT, 

MAJOR ROBERT NIXON OF NEW JERSEY, WHOSE LINE WAS A NEW ONE FOR DAR.  HIS 

GRANDDAUGHTER, JULIA ANN HULICK NERSON, WAS MY GREAT-GREAT GRANDMOTHER. MY 

FAMILY STILL OWNS THE PROPERTY WHERE SHE LIVED, AND WHERE THE BATTLE OF IRISH 

BEND, ALSO KNOWN AS THE BATTLE OF NERSON’S WOODS, WAS FOUGHT. I WENT TO THE 

YOUNG-SANDERS CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES IN 

LOUISIANA TO GET MORE INFORMATION. I ALSO WENT BACK TO THE PROPERTY, WHICH IS 

NOW CANE FIELDS AND WOODS. THERE I WAS ABLE TO FIND THE REMAINS OF THE 

FOUNDATION OF THE OLD NERSON HOME, AND TO VIEW SEVERAL ANCIENT OAKS, BENDING 

OVER TOWARD THE BAYOU, WHICH WERE CERTAINLY GROWING THERE WHEN JULIA ANN 

LIVED.  I DECIDED TO TELL THE STORY AS THOUGH I WERE JULIA ANN IN HER LAST DAYS, 

HOW SHE MIGHT HAVE FELT, WHAT SHE MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT.  SHE LIVED HER LAST 

DAYS DURING ONE OF THE DARKEST HOURS IN AMERICAN HISTORY, AND YET THE COUNTRY 

HAS SURVIVED AND THRIVED.  
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